
SPEECH OF Ma.. CALHOUN,
OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

On the Proposed Occupation of Yucatan.

I* Sekati, Mat 15, 1848.
1 he Senate.having under consideration the bill to enable

the I resident of the United Statea to take temporary military
occupation of Yucatan.

Mr. CALHOUN said : The President in hia message re-

commends to Congress M adopt such measures as they may deem
expedient to prevent, in the first place, V ucatan 1/oin incom¬

ing a colony ot any European Power { and, in the next place,
to prevent the white inhabitants of that territory from being
exterminated or expelled. In support of the latter, he in¬
formed the Senate that there is now raging a cruel and devas¬
tating war on the part of the Indians against the whites ^ an J
that, unless some foreign Power should aid, they will be de¬
stroyed or driven fromjtk* country. In support of the other
recommendation, lie states that the Government of Yucatan
has offered to the Governments of Great Britain, Spain, and
the Uuited States the dominion over the country in order to
obtain aid. The President also informs the Senate that, un¬

less we grant aid, some other Power will; and that, ulti¬
mately, it may assert iu dominion and sovereignty over the
territory.a result which, he informs us, would be in contra¬
vention of the declaration of Mr. Monroe, and which must
on no accouut be permitted. The Committee on Foreign
Relations, in order to carry out these recommendations, have
reported a bill which is now before u«, the first section of
which provides for taking military occupation of Yucatan, as

recommended by the President.
Such are the recommendations of the President, and such

the measure recommended by the committee. The subject is
one of great magnitude. It is pregnant with consequences,
both near and remote, whAh may deeply affect the peace and
interests of this country. It demands the most serious delibe¬
ration. I have bestowed upon it full attention, and have ar¬

rived at a conclusion adverse to the recommendations of the
President and the report of the commute*. I propose to

show, in the first place, that the case of Yucatan, even as

stated by the President himself, does not cjme within tlie de¬
clarations of Mr. Monroe, and that they do not furnish the
slightest support to the measure reported by the committee.

In the message referred to, that of 1823, Mr. Monroe makes
three distinct declarations. The first, and by Jar the most im¬
portant, announces thut the United States would regard any
attempt on the part of the Allied Powers to extend their sys¬
tem tj this country as dangerous to our peace and safety. To
show that tho case of Yucatan does not come within this de¬
claration, all that will be necessary is to explain who were the
Allied Powers, the- object of their alliance, and the circum¬
stances in which the declaration itself was made. The Allied
Powers were the four great continental monarchies.Russia,
Prussia, Austria, and Prance. Shortly after the overthrow
of Bonaparte these Powers entered into an alliance called the
*' Holy Alliance," the object of which was to sustain and ex¬

tend the monarchical principles as far as possible, and to op¬
press and put down popular institutions. England, in the
early stages of the alliance, favored it. The members of the
alliance held several Congresses, attended either by themselves
or their ambassadors, and undertook to regulate the affairs of
all Europe, and actually interfered in the affairs of Spain for
the purpose of putting down popular doctrine3. Id its pro¬
gress the alliance turned iu eyes to this continent in order to
aid Spain in regaining her sovereignty over her revolted pro¬
vinces. At this stage England became alarmed. Mr. Can¬
ning was then Prime Minister. He informed Mr. Rush of
the project, and gave to him at the same time the assurance

that, if sustained by the l/nited States, Great Britain would
resist. Mr. Rush immediately communicated this to our Go¬
vernment. It was received here with joy ; for so great was

the power of the alliance that even we did not feel ourselves
safe from its interpositions. Indeed, it wa» anticipated, al¬
most as a certain result, that, if the interference took place
with the Governments of South America, the alliance would
ultimately extend its interference to ourselves, I remember
the receptioQ of the despatch from Mr. Rush as distinctly as if
all the circumstances had occurred yesterday. I well recollect
the gteat sa isfaction with which it was received by the Cabi
ret. It came late in the year, not long before the meeting of
Congress. As was usual with Mr. Monroe upon great occa¬

sions, the papers were sent round to each member of the Ca¬
binet, so that each might be duly apprized of all the circum .

stances, and be prepared to give his opinion. The Ca-
binet met. It deliberated. Thtre was long and careful con¬
sultation ; and the result was the declaration which I have
just announced. All this has pasecd away. That very move¬

ment on tho part of England, sustained by this declaration,
gave a blow^ to the celebrated alliance from which it never re¬

covered. Prom that tiinc forward it gradually decayed, till it
utterly perished. The late revolutions in Europe have put an

end to all its work, and nothing remains of all that it ever did.
Now, by what ingenuity of argument, by what foice of so¬

phistry can it lie shown that this declaration comprehends the
case of Yucatan, when the events which called it forth have
passed away forever f
And yet, the President has quoted that very declaration in

support of his recommendation ; but in a manner changing
entirely its meaning by separating it from the context as it
stood in the message, and which referred it to the Allied
Powers; and placing it in connexion with a portion of his
message which made it refer to Great Britain, Spain, or other
European Powers, The change has msde the declaration so

inconsistent and absurd that had it been made by Mr. Monroe,
as it stands in the President's message, it would have been
the subject of the severest animadversion and ridicule instead
of receiving, as it did, the approbation and applause of the
whole country. It would have placed England in the false
position of acting against us ajid with the Holy Alliance in
reference to the Spanish American republics; and it would
also have placed us in the poaition of opposing Spain in her
efforts to recover her dominion over those Stales; and, finally,
It would have involved the absurdity of asserting that the at¬

tempt of any European State to extend its system of govern¬
ment to this continent, the smallest as well as the greatest,
would endanger the peace and safety of our country.

I he next declaration was that we would regard the inter¬
position of any European Power to oppress the Governments
of .viis continent, which we had recently recognised as inde¬
pendent, er to control their destiny in any manner whatever,
as manifesting an unfriendly disposition towards the United
States. This declaration, also, belongs to the history of that

,
*rew out °f lhe same state of circumstances, and

may be considered as an appendage to the declaration to which
ave just alluded. By the Governments on this continent,

which we had recognised, were meant the republics which had
grown up after having thrown off the yoke of Spain. They
had just emerged from their protracted revolutionary strug¬
gles. They had hardly yet reached a point of solidity, and
in that tender stage the administration of Mr. Monroe thought
it proper not only to make that general declaration in refer¬
ence to the Holy Alliance, but to make a more specific one

against the interference of any European Power, in order to
countenance and encourage these young republics as fsr as

we could with propriety. This, like the other belonging to
the events of the lime, has paased away with them , but sup¬
pose that not to be the case, I ask does the case of Yucatan
come within this declaration > Has there been any interpo¬
sition in the affair* of Yucatan on the part of any European
Fower with the design of oppressing her or changing her des-
tny If not how can the case of Yucatan be comprehended
m this declaration ?

But, it may be said, although the case of Yucatan is not
expressly comprehended in the declaration, yet it is so by im-

P[lc*i'on' *¦ '. m'ditated by England < for, after all, that is
the Government which is meant in the message, under the
general term «« European Powers." The message indicates
that hngland meditates such interference, and the chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Relations distinctly avows that
opinion.

^

Has hngland, then, manifested any disposition to
interfere in (Jrder to oppress the people of Yucatan, or to
change the charsctcr of their Government from a republic to
a monarchy ? We have no evidence whatever on that point.
It is true that the Commissioner from Yucatan, Mr. Sierra,
would insinust* as much. Ift speaks of the Indians who are
in hostility to the white people of Yucatan a« having obtained
arms from the British. He speaks with some degree of un¬

certainty, however, and is unable to say whether the arms

were given or not, and cannot state how they were obtained
bv the Indians. He speaks also of the hostile temper of Eng¬
land, and gives several indications of that kind. But, in an¬
swer to all that, his own letter furnishes a conclusive reply.
.He tells us that the people of Yucatan could themselves have
obtained an abundant and cheap supply of arms from the Be-
ixe, without stating why they were prevented, or why they

no o'tarn them. In my opinion the cagse is different
rf>ni i* .k^ ®en*lor from Massachusetts. It was

owing o e set that Yucatan was not considered as a neutral
ower, u as a part of Mexico, as far as the introduction of

.

*rm" snd arms were in consequence made
contraband ; and, therefore, they were prevented from being
introduced by our act, nod by that of the British Govern-

rrrJTTS^ *l <>~ of the mem¬
bers of the committee goes a little farther, and says that the
settlement at Bate have sent arm. and . military force along
the coast of Yucatan, without stating any particulars. J do
not find any evidence of th«t. I do not know whether it is a

factor not; buf, ifitbeafact, it still remains to he shown whether
that was intended to relieve the people of Vucatan, or for the
purpose of seizing and occupying the territory. The chair
man of that committee took higher ground, ami, without as-

signing his proof, said boklly and distinctly that England me¬
ditated occupation of the country, and that we ought to nana

this measure in order to prevent it. But the President him¬
self does not put it upon this ground. He does net make this
charge. He saya, if we do not grant aid England may ; and
lhat, after granting it, she may.there is no stronger ex'pres
aioo uaed.may ultimately assert her dominion and sovereign-
*7 "***¦ ^ ocatan. This is the utmost charge made by the
President. Now, the question arises, suppose tMs oontingen.
ey should happen, would it bring the case within the feMara¬
tion just quoted > Not at all. England does not interpose as

* ho*,U» Power. She Joe* not come to opprea. Yucatan
She come* at the request of Yucatan, and only to aid, to ,<*-

cuaihep«opl«*rf Yucatan Cr°m extermination and expuWoo
by the ludivna, according to the statement of the Prudent
bioweif. Again, suppose England should usseit her sove-

reignty would that buug the case with,,, the declaration >

i^ot at all; for the declaration i. directed again., interpo.it,one
to change the Government and opprew, the country Hut in
thw case, the U nder of sovereignty voluntarily ,.«de on the
part of Yucatan. I he acceptance of it ,nay be objected to
audit may Ix, contended that we ought not to allow it I
waive that subject 0>r the pw-ent. I assert, however, without
possibility of contraction, that the cane even then does not
come within (he declaration. The President himself Kive.
¦trong indications that in bw opinion it doe* not f for, ahhou-'h
he refer* to Him declaration in the boJy 0f the message he
does not .ay a word in regard to it when he comes to make

^commendation. In that he call. upou Congress to pre¬
vent 1 ucatan fr.,n becoming a colony to some foreign Power.
IhaU shows on which of theOliee declaration he rests hi*

^commendation. It is upon the third and last, which refers
to an entirely diirerent subject. That declaraiion is, that the

TTT °lAmcnca' l,y th« fne indepe ndent condition
which they have afltumed and maintained, are not hencatorth
to be considered as aubjecta of colonization by any European
Power. It la upon thia the Prea.de,,i bases his recommenda¬
tion. Is the case of Yucatan, then, comprehended in thia
declaration I expect to show that it i. .otf wilh JU,t a.

much certainty a. ,t haa been established that it doea not come
within the two former.

,h '?«? Th " C"l0"izlti0"" h88 * meaning. It meana
the establishment of a settlement by emigrants from the parent
country in a territory either uninhabited or from which the
inhabitant* have been partially or wholly expelled. Thia is
not a case of that character. But here it may be proper, in
order to understand the force of my argument, to go into a

history also of this declaration of Mr. Monroe. It grew out
of circumstances altogether different from the other two. At
that time there, was a question between (mat Britain and the

f I mted Slates on one aide and Russia on the other. All three
claimed settlements on the northwest portion of this continent
yreat Britain and ouraelvea having common interest in keep,

f!nV,T* "! [ar north « Powihl*-, the former Power applied
to the Lnited States for co-operation ; and it was in reference
" that matter that this additional declaration was made. It was
said to be a proper opportunity to make it. It had reference spe¬
cially to the subject ofthe northwestern settlement, and the other
portions of the continent Were thrown in, becatise ail the rest
ot it, with the exception of some settlements in Surinam, Ma-
rucaibo, and thereabout, had passed into independent hands.

JNow, having stated the historjr of these transactions, I eon-
tend that the word " colonization" does not i.pply to the case
ot 1 ucatan. That is the case of surrendered sovereignty over
a people already there.a people who have tendered it, and,
ifaccepted, freely accepted on the other side. Is that "colo¬
nizationi > Can it be construed to be so by any forced in¬
terpretation No ; by accepting it Yucatan may become a

province, or, to use the appropriate term that she employs, a

possession of Great Britain, but not a colony.
V\ hen the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations

addressed the Senate a fow days since, he related a conversa¬
tion which he had with Mr. Adams, m reference to this de¬
claration, and according to his statement, if I heard 1,'im
aright, and he be correctly reported, Mr. Adams, in applying
his observations to the whole of these declarations, stated that
ey all originated with himself, and were unknown to the other

members of the cabinet until they appeared in Mr. Monroe's
menage. There certamly must be a mistake either on the
par of Mr. Adams, or that of the chairman of the Committee
on foreign Relations, as to the two lir»t of tbesa declarations.

hwtory of the transaction, the Senator will perceive, if he
examines the document*, shows distinctly that they came

through Mr. Rush, originating, not with Mr. Adams, but
Mr. Canning, and were first presented in the form of a propo¬
sition from England. I recollect, as dirtmcil* I do any
event of my life, that all the papers in connexion with this sub
jec were submitted to the-members before the cabinet met
and were duly considered. Mr. Adams, then, in speaking of
the whole as one, must have reference to the declaration rela
live to colonization. As respect, that his memory does not
differ much from mine. My imprew on is, that it never be¬
came a subject of deliberation in the cabinet. I «o staled
when the Oregon question was before the Senate. I stated
i in order that Mr. Adams might havo an opportunity of de¬
nying it, or asserting the real state of the fact.' He remained
silent, and I presume that ,ny statement is correct; that this
declaration was inserted after the cabinet deliberation. It ori¬
ginated entirely with Mr. Adams, without being submitted to
he cabinet, and itis, in my opinion, owing to this fact that
is not made with the precision and clearness with which the

two former are. It declares without qualification that these
continents have asserted and maintained (heir freedom and in¬
dependence, and are no longer subject to colonization l.y any
European Power. Thi. is not strictly accurate. Taken as
a whole, these continents had not asserted and maintained
their freedom and independence. At that period Great Bri-

® lar&cr P°rUun 'he continent in her possession
than the United States. Russia had a considerable portion of
it, and other Powers possessed some portions on the southern
portion of this continent. The declaration was broader than
the fact, and exhibits precipitancy and want of due reflection.
Bpsulea, there was an impropriety in it when Viewed in con¬

junction with the foregoing declarations. I speak not in the
tangu.ge of censure. We were as to them acting in concert
with England, on a proposition coming from herself.a pro¬
position of the utmost magnitude, and which we felt at the
time to lie essentially connected with our pace and safety
Tk !i C,°UrM " due 10 propriety as well as policy that

fS.iCl,r°n ° d ke strictly in accordance with British
Tee ing. Our power then was not what it is now, and we

hid taken5 U'w K,er, r0pCri°n t0 ,U8Uln the *,ound *<.

n.>£ L
°r ,J ,b°Ut *ix or M>Ten ni'"'ons of

people, scattered, and without such means of communication
-we now po^s to bring uh together i. a short period of

i on .,r,t, deCt'*S?U°n ,ccorJingly, with respect to coloniza-

her and ,
E,,«Und " «« Russia, gave offence to

her and that to such an extent that she refused to co operate
with us in settling the Russian question. Now, I will ven¬
ture to say that if that declaration had come before that cau-
ious cabioet.for Mr. Monroe was among the wisest and

modlfielj1 H Tn h*Ve e'6r know".11 have been
modified, and been express with a far greater degree of pre-

swf Bw.th^
,h.Inm"^tlng thepue<i!,eLCblrmcter of these declarations, and

dn»U.T7 ^ W, 7 ori*'Da,«d. 1 have discharged a

,h.^h Ji I ,* dU'y 10 Lmj COUDl^' 10 whom 11 '¦ "nIH»rt.nt
decl*nit,on; he correctlT understood/and a

fh?o^v C#b,net 0f, Wb,ch 1 . member, and ^m now
the only aurvivor. I remove . f.U, m.erpretation, which

BnTiTL Pr.0P<,r dlecUrt,lon" improper and dangerous.
rations '! ° ^ T that the^ famouVdecla-
rations are misunderstood by the Chief Magistrate of the
country, aa wall as by othera. They were but declarations

to henpow°e. JTh"r,,i0u, ,nn°Unc,n« in » friTOd,y manner
to the Power, of the world we ahould regard certain acta of

an
l0n" °i *",ed Powera as dsngerous to our peace

and rafety ; interpoamon of European Powers to oppress the

to"«" "r °f

U
l° re*i,Unw>- There i.Wn°othing*«id^f

ro', /r(?rOPne,y WM il 0mlUwl he-

2K !. < <t is for us to say whether we

"Lw uken0hn<^ 10 Wh^t "U,n« Dut "uph '' n«t the

bLld thil | V| ! PrMenl Chief He seem, to

Chfef WU-fr ! ,,0n" " lrDP°«n« ¦ aolemn duty on him as

resist S*,' /T ^ - < «"d not only to

,7 " ^, J g" °f^ m«we of that resistance. He tells

event aT, 1 «* '. "ot to be permitted in an,
event that any foreign Power ahould occup* V urntan Th.i
ta language for ua to hold, not for the Chief Magistrate And

IT.ZZ','1 "I h<-"J--..-.,.
" ? *°? *«.« Political conaider

^ 1 ^ ,nHuen1fd lb* «»«nrt decbions as stated on this

f^'ak h .CMmg.hW 'h"" 'he country or not

Tsrx
nrated declarations. Dut that la not all. u. ,,nm vn. in lh.

ZZvZTh*' th,t\h. become ihe settle,!
policy of this country. What, the declarations > Declara¬
tions are not policy, and cannot l>ecome aettled policy }|e

to"esiat" what'ih'' h"l" ^C°m,! lh"^^ o{ 'bi-country

be, by an appeal to arms. Is thia the fact ' Has there been

WhThifh!!!dei'r^ h,Ve c*"'"1 '"to
eftect by reaiatance * If there be, let it be pointed out llnvr
there not been innumerable instancea in which thev hnv#> not
been applied ' Certainly. Still .tronge7S,u
thia broad interpretation, were diaavowed entirely three years
afterwards by the vote of the Republican p,.y Jhe',h/A(
mini.tr.tion of Mr. Adams endeavored to .n.U 7k. k

ing ministers to the Congro^ at Pan.m.,
reading the debate, and the proceeilinga on the aubinet An I

on mi* occAtion.lhut there nan hern an tntir* .

IZLi" '7,7^'^ ,hi"r°nn,ry «" foreign

^r,:.^ *:,rr*7zi
Jackson s administration, the policy of the Aepablican part"
waa to avoid war aa long aa war could be avoided and tn J
aort to every means to avert it. calamities Theopp'n.ju. party
without being a war party, had not so decided an . t\
war. The thing i. now reverse,) , and henee I, who endeav
ored to maintain the old ground of the party have for vears
«»n all question.conQecte,! with our foreign relations h»nmm
HM .0 w,,h ..:h.
to resist those in the midst of whom I atand. X. .J
and never haa been the established policy of the counfrt V!2
declarations have been interpreted to go, our peace »m.l I «
be diaturbed , Ae gate, of olTianus wojKil
wars would never cease.

~Dd °^n '

What ihe Prwideot ^ted in this c«e u^ a prin^

ciple belonging to these declaration* < it ia a principle which,
in hia misconception, he attempt* to eogratt upon them, but
which has an entirely different meaning and tendency. The
principle which liea at the bottom of hi* recommendation is,
that when any Puwer 011 this continent become* involved in
interna! warfare, and the weaker vide choose* to make appli- j
cation to u* ior support, we are bound to give them support
for fear the offer of the sovereignty of the country may be made
to aorne other Power and accepted. It goes infinitely and dan-
geroualy beyond .Mr. Monroe'* declaration. It put* it in the
power ot other countries on this continent to make u* a paity
to all their war*; and hence I say, if this bnaii interpretaiim be
yivi n to these declarations, we ahull forever l>e nvoived in vfrur*.

But, in disavowing a principle which will compel u* to re¬
sist every ra«e of interposition of European Power* on thii
continent, I would not wish to be underktood a* defending the
opposite, that we should never .resist their interposition. That
i* a position which would be nearly as dangerous and al»urd
a* the other, Bui no general rule can be laid down to guide
u* on such a question. Every case must speak for itself.
every case must be decided on it* own merit*. Whether you
will resist or not, and the measure of your resistance.whe¬
ther it shall lie by negotiation, remonstrance, or aume inter¬
mediate measure, or by a resort to arms; all this must l« de¬
termined and decided on the merits of the question itself. That
ia the only wine course. We are not to have quoted on u* on
every occasion general declaration* to which any and every
meaning may lie attuched. There are cases of interposition
where I would resort to the hazard of war with all it* calami¬
ties. Am I asked for one ? I wiil answer. I designate the
case of Cuba. !So« long as Cuba remain* in the bauds of
Spain.a friendly Power, a Power ofwhich we have no dread.
it should continue to be, as it has been the policy of all Ad¬
ministration* ever since I have been connected with the Gov¬
ernment, to let Cuba remain there ; but with the fixed deter¬
mination, which I hope never will be relinquished, that, if
Cuba pa** from her, it shall not b6 into any other hand* but
our* : this, not from a feeling of ambition, not from a desire
for the extension of dominion, but became that island i* indis¬
pensable to the safety of the United States ; or rather because
it ia indiajtenaable to the safety of tho United States that this
island should not be in certain hand*. If it were, our coast¬
ing trade between the Gulf aud the Atlantic would, in caae of
war, be cut in twain, to be followed by convulsive effect*. In
the same category I will refer to a case in which we might most
rightfully have resisted, had it been necessary, a foreign Pow¬
er ; and that is the ca*e of Texas. It has been greatly misun¬
derstood. It sprung up in the midst of party excitement,
when a large portion of both parties were oppoaed to annexa¬

tion, and when it was ditficuli, if not impossible, to get a fair
hearing. j[ never supposed, a* has been stated on this floor,
that Great Britain intended lo subject Texas to her power.
That was not my dread. What wa* dreaded was this : Texas
being a small Power, and Great Britain having a free and
large commercial intercourse with her, and we almost none,
although " bone^if our bone and flesh of our fleeh," she would
gradually have been weaned of her affection for u*. Kindness
for England and aversion for us would have been the result.
That is the inevitable tendency between nations having coter¬
minous limits. At that very time there were several ques¬
tions between this country and Texas which, had it not
been for the most amicable feelings which subsisted be¬
tween us, would have ended in hostilities. A long Mine of
more than a thousand miles illy defined the boundary between
us and Texas, exposed us to the hazard of becoming involved
constantly in war with her, supported by Great Britain and
Mexico as her allies. I saw all this ; I saw clearly that it was
a case to resist interposition, and that there was no other mode
by which resistance could be made except by annexation, and
therefore I was in favoi of annexation, oven at the hazard
of war.

But I was asked by one of the member* of the Committee
on Foreign Relations, if I woulJ be in favor of resisting Great
Britain if she should assert sovereignty and dominion over

Yucatan ? I answer, I woulJ not. And for irresistible rea¬

sons. I would not, because the country is, to a great extent,
a most worthless one. Nearly one-half is destitute of a single «

stream.rocky and barren throughout the greater part; and it
is only by means of the arti$cial reservoirs of water, that they
are enabled to live through the dry season. I would not, be¬
cause the possession of Yucatan would contribute nothing to
the defence of the passage between it and Cuba, which ia re¬

presented to be so important to our commerce. It is not with-
out it* importance.it i* important to the inward trade, but
not at all to the outward trade of the Gulf. There is a con¬
stant current of wind and water setting in that direction, of
which vessels going to New Orleans, or any other |»rt on the
Gulf, may avail themselves. But on coming from those port*,
they almost invariably take their way between Florida and
Cuba, and thus the passage between Yucatan and Cuba is the
inlet to a limited extent into the Gulf, but not the outlet from
it; while the passage Itelween Cuba and Florida is the almost
exclusive outlet and the principal inlet. I speak in reference
to coasting vessels. In voyages from Europe they pass south
of Cuba into ihe Gulf.

But I take higher ground*. If it were ever so important
not only as an inlet, but an outlet, the occupation of Yucatan
by England would add nothing to her power in cutting offour
trade. Yucatan is very destitute of ports.there is not a

frigate port laid down in the chart* on the whole Peninsuid,
unless that at (he Belize tie so. But with or without Yucatan,
Great Britain possess* an uncontrollable power over the pas
sage whenever she chooses to exert it. If ever we should be
engaged in a war wilh her, there is not a single vessel ot ours,
even if we were in possession of Yucatan, that could enter into
the Gulf by that passage, or depart out of it. The passage
from the Gulf between Yucatan and Cuba doe* not, a* seems

to be supposed, lead directly into the Atlantic, but into the
Carribliean sea, which is that portion of the Atlantic ocesn,
having on its north and west side Yucatan and Cuba; on the
east the Windward Islands ; and on the south all that portion
of South America extending nearly from Oronoco to Yucatan.
Great Britain his the complete command of that sea, the
island of Jamaica being in the midst of it. Jamaica abounds
with the finest potts, and the most commodious naval stations.
In addition to that, she has the Belize which is nearer the
point of Yucatan than Laguna or Carmen on the opposite side
of the Peninsula next the Gulf, and which is the only port on

that side in which even a sloop of war can enter, and of course
the Belize is4>etter calculated to command the passage. In
addition, she possesses many of the Windward Islands to the
east, and hence the complete command of the Carribbean sea,
and she will continue to possess it so long as she retains hei
ascendency on the ocean. It would be thus locked up effec¬
tually against us in time of war. Id time of peace we do not
need it. But I would not take military possession of Yucatan,
if I were ccrtain Great Britain would, for another reason.

Not only because it is worthless, bat because it would impose
on us a very heavy cost of both men and money.first to lake
possession snd then lo keep it The extent lo which our ex¬

penditures would go no man can estimate ; we have no data
on which we can act. The population is between five or six
hundred thousand, of which only fifty thousand are said to be
whites and mixed blood. The ludians, originally a very
peaceful and quiet people, unaccustomed to arms, from being
frequently cslled into the contest between the factions snd the
war with Mexico, have become accustomed to them, and pos¬
sessed of some militsry knowledge. They are represented as

very active, capable of inarching rapidly, and in the habit of
flying to the mountains to escape from their pursuer*. In that
climate, among the mo»t arid upon earth, if these people fly
before us, how or when will this war come to an end } It
may prove another Seminole affair. Who can answer what
will be the sacrifice of men and money '

But an Indian war would not be the greatest danger to
which we would be exposed. To attempt to take military
possession, with a view to prevent Englsnd from asserting
sovereignty and dominion over the country.if that indeed be
her intention.might bring us into conflict with her, and, it
may be, with Spain, too. They, as well as we, are implored
to accept the sovereignty, on condition of defending the ex-

fating Government against the Indian* Suppose they, as
well as we, should accept the offer, and that we should find
them with an armed foree prepared to lake possession. Must
it not lead to a direct conflict of arms, unless one or the other
give way ' Would we be prepared, in such a case, to back
out* And if not, what reason have we to suppose that others
will not be as resolute to carry out their object as we are f
Would nol a conflict be inevitable > That such would be the
result is anticipated by Mr. 8ierra himself, who, speaking in
reference to it, says that the condition of the country would
be, in that case, " infinitely more unfortunate than it is now,
' liecauae, in addition to all the evils of the present war, it
' would be ex|>osed to become the theatre of another war."
Are we prepared to occupy the country by military force, as

recommended by the committee, at the risk, of so great a haz¬
ard ' I am not. I am in favor of peace, whenever it can be
maintained consistently with the honor and the safety of the
country. I can see no such necessity in this case, even on
the supposition stated, as to induce me to incur such hazard,
especially at a period like the present. Never was'the future
more uncertain. Events occur with electric rapidity. No
man can tell what may come to-morrow ; and never was there
a time when caution wss more necessary.when there wa*

stronger inducement to hnsbsnd our resources to avoid quar¬
rels and wars, or any thing that can involve us in difficulty,
in order to stand prepared to meet emergencies as they arise.
He who looks abroad.he who looks at the eastern horizon,
and does not see the necessity for caution, is blind to Ihe
future.

I would not take military possession, even under the con¬

tingency I have stated, for another reason. It would be a

breach of good faith. Not long since, we agreed upon the
term* of a treaty with Mexico. That treaty, before this time,
has been acted on, or ia about to be acted on, by the Mexican
Government { and until it ia acted on we are bound in good
faith to observe it. If it is acted on favorably, it becomes a

permanent obligation. We have considered Yucatan aa part
of Mexico, as one of the States of the Mexican Republic. It
is not comprehended within the line which is proposed to be
drawn between us and her. We could not seise upon that
State in conformity with good faith ; nor could wa in conform¬
ity with the srmistice, for the same reaaoo. The armistice
make* some exceptions, bat this is not one of them.
~ I have now stated my reaabns against the measure reported
by the committee to carry into effect the mewage of the Pre*

mdent, recommen.iing that wo should adopt the measure to
prevent Yucatan from becoming a colony of a foreign Power.
I now proceed to consider the next.to adopt measure* to pre
vent the white population from being exterminated or expelled
from Yucatan And here let me expreaa my regret that the
President should, in the same message, unite two measures
of such different characters.one an appeal to our humanity,
which I would, as far as we could with propriety, act upon
promptly, «t ""<*. "ri*e ol?,er» ,h*
considerations of policy, and which requires much lime and
much deliberation. It is among the most complicated quis-
tions ever presented to this body, and by no means the least
importaot. Why these diflerent questions have been mm
gltd I am not prepared to say. The emergency for the one
seems to have existed long before the other. Danger to the
white population has been known lo exist since the middle of
February, but the message has only been recently communi¬
cated to us. During this long interval, it the ra»e appealing
to our humanity had been brought lorward, we might long ere
this have rendered efficient aid. But, whatever may be the
ert'ects of the delay in reference to the Yucatanese, they are
not chargeable to us. Higher considerations in reference to
ouraelvA.considerations of policy.demand of us deliberation,
and that deliberation, I trust, wi#be given, in despite ot the
charge of unnecessary delay. But I pass on to the quesuon
of humanity-

.If this be a war of races in reality; if the white race be not
responsible for this w.j * if they have used all manly exer¬
tions, and exhibited due courage in repelling the danger,
strong indeed would be the appeal to my sympathies. I have
no aversion to any race, red or black, but my sympathies are
for the white race. I am not so much sophisticated by mis-1gUided philosophy or false philanthropy as to lose the natural
feelings which belong to me. I go further.

^

If this is a case
of war between races; if the Indians have, without just cause,
risen and threatened the massacre and extermination of the
white race, who have acted so generously towards them as to
rsise them from the condition of slaves or serfs to that of citi¬
zens and freemen, this would present a strong case on toe
score of policy fir interposition, connected with considerations
belonging to progress, civilization, and libeity. It was the
Spanish or white race, and in that we include the mixed races,
who overthrew the Spanish power, and have throughout
evinced the greatest attachment, under all circumstances, to
republican government. They have all the wealth and com¬
prise nearly all the intelligence of the country ; and on their
ascendency, in my opinion, depends the future progress ol
civilization and liberty of Yucatan. It i# true, they are not
very elevated in their sentiments, nor very well informed on

political subjects, but they are far better informed, and far
more elevated in sentiment, than the Indian race can possibly
be. If they can maintain themselves, there is some hope
that Yucatan may go forward, that intelligence may increase,
sud that at some future day they may be prepared to take a

higher position in civilization than at present. If the white
race be overthrown and Indian ascendency established, there
will bo a directly opposite tendency to eud in a despotic Gov¬
ernment, like that of Hayti. Perhaps a capable man may at
first be elevated to power, and may govern tolerably well, but
it will undoubtedly follow the course of Hayti. The tendency
of power will be downwards, until it come down to the very
bottom, and end in a savage state.
But if there are powerful considerations why we should in¬

terfere as fur as we could with propriety for these reasons,
there are very powerful ones why we should act with great
caution. The case of Yucatan does not stand uh»ne. All
the causes operating there to produce the present state of
things are operating in all the portions of this continent south
of us, including Mexico, down on the eastern side of the
Andes to Buenos Ay res, and on the western to Chili. All,
all are in great danger of falling into the condition in which
Yucatan is now placed. The history of all has been the same.
The white and mixed races led in casting off the yoke of
Spain. They, every where, elevated ths Indian race to un

equal ty w ith themselves. It was done most imprudently, and
inculcates a solemn lesson. They conferred upon the Indians
full political rights, subjecting th.m at the same time to une¬
qual civil burdens. While they gave them the power ot vo¬
ting.the highest political power.(Ley imposed a tax upon
them exclusively of a most onerous character, so as to throw
almost the whole burden of supporting the Government and |
the Church upon them. 1/ the order had been reversed ; if
they had given them all civil rights, and dealt out to them
more sparingly political rights, elevating the more intelligent
and extending the basis of suffrage as the intelligence of the
Indian population increased, a very different result might have
taken place. All these South American 8tates consist of the
sarr.e population.whites, mixed, and Indians. The African
population is small. All will, I fear, be revolutionized in
turn, and the whole of them be subjected to one melancholy
fate, in spite of all that we can do. But I trust that It may
be otherwise. The magnitude ot this subject, however, should
teach us caution. W hatever we do in this case, we set a pre¬
cedent ; we affirm a principle; and every one knows the force
of precedents and asserted principles upon a population like
that of our country. You will have to follow it in all other
cases. Even now Venezuela is involved in a war every way
similar. How it may end we know not. Guatemala has
gone through the process. She is already under Indian authority.
A man of r«*narhal4e character, it is said, is at the head o
the Government. Things may go very well in his time, but
how they will be managed afterwards who can tell book at
the subject. Are we to declare now, hy our acts, that in all
those cases we are to interpose by force of arms, it need be,
and thereby become involved in the fate of all these countries
Ought we aet such a precedent ? No. The first duty o.

every nation ia to itself, and that is the case pre eminently
with ihe United 8tates. They owe a high duty to
to puraue a line of policy which will secure their liberty. I he
success of their great political system will be of infinitely more
service to mankind than the securing of the acendency of the
white race in the southern portion of this continent, however
important that may be. But if, instead of purau.ng this wise

policy, such a cour.e be entered upon as that recommendedSn the meastge of the President, I fear that, sooner or later,
the ruins of our Government will be added to those which
have fallen within the last few months. But, while I see the
greatest reaaon for caution, I think that this Government, upon
all occasions, ought to give encouragement and countenance,
as far as it can with safety, to the ascendency of the white
race.that it ought to be the guardian of the civilization, pro¬
gress, and liberty of this continent, in reference to "^por¬tions of it where tbev are exposed to this danger. I will not
say that in no case should we evet give them military aid, but
for a caw to just, fv that it must be an extraordinary one and
to be judged of by its intrinsic merits, and not governed by a

general lule.
,I have aaid that it this be a case of war between racea, it

the white race be no' responsible for it, if they nave been pa¬
triotic and courageous in their own defence, it would present
a strong appeal to my sympathy. But is it a war of races
I have examined the case with all the lights before me, and
shall now state the conclusion to which I have arrived.

It is now, I believe, substantially a war of races, but was
not so at the beginning. It seems that fiom the J**1""'"* °f
the Government of Yucutan there have been violent f^ious,accompanied by a disposition on the i«rt of the facuons to call
in the aid of the Indians; and in order ^obtain their aid as

voters, certain promises were made to them which have not
been well fulfilled. It would seem that in thiscase one o^thefactions, to secu.e the Indian vote, promised the r-duction of
the capitation tax.an enormous burden which presses them
to the earth. The conflict originated, it is said, in
In the contest for power between Mendez and Usrb*c^\1^partisan* of the former, about Campeachy, made
the Indians to reduce the capitation tax. em 1

,
quence of these overtures obtained the aid of the Indians, and
was elected governor. But when he got into powcr he ,1,d no
fulfil his promises. Instead of removing the taxes, heenf rc«*
their collection rigidly, which produced ^med^urbance.Itseems further.(or this is an inference rather than «

that the question of the war between the Lmted1 StatM and
Mexico entered Into the quarrel, and that
to the side of Mexico, while Mendez took the side of iwutra y
which preponderated. It would .1*.
resistance was at first feeble. In the midst of the conflicts of
the contend** factions it grew and became at length so im¬

portant and threatening as to occasion alarm and consterna
tion. There has been almost no display whatever of courage
on the part of the white population, and very little evidence ot

patriotism throughout the whole affair. All this tends very muc
to weaken my aypathies. Were the case confined o the
male population I should have little or none. But there ar.

helpless women and children whose wretched condition, on

the score of humanity, demands interference. I may a< ,

that there i» some iaformation inducing the belief that i» is no

altogether even now a war of races. Barbachino is now in

power, and such has been the violence of faction that a large
portion of the forces of Mendez has withdrawn from the armvTZ *.»«. » .b,itaM i."

nexion whst perhaps should have been said before, that the
intelligence brought by a late arrival at New Orleans esta¬blishes beyond all coatUr.v that England kmm*ibeen m
plicated in the affair. It appears that even the Brit.sh ^t e

merit at the B< lixe ia threatened by Indiana ; that the city las
captured ts not more than one hundred miles distant from thatSTfemcnt, and that a <feap.trh had been sent for additional
troop* from Jamaica. Tbia apprehension of an attn.k a.

resulted from the British settlement having sent down a few
vessels to the coast of Yucatan to pick up the miserable g
tives. If there had been any suspicion as lo the condnc <>

that settlement, or Britiah subjects in that quarter, these a< s

ought to put an end to them forever.
. , THow far ought we to go then on the score of humam v

am of the opinion that all the naval force which we car. spare
should be sent to relieve these helpless people, and tha'
should supp'v food and raiment for their preeent necessities,
and convey them wheresoever they desir^-to Cuba or else¬
where In a word, we should do all that humanity requires.
But I cannot agree to carry oat the provisions of a

authorizes the Preside* to oee the army and navyto Ukemih
tarv occupation of the country No considerations of human
ity; or of the ascendency of the white race in Yueatan, jusUfy,
in my opinion, the adoption of such a course of pohcy.
now clear that the white population, including the mixed
J. so prostrated and feeble, and the Indian, so powerful, tfl

Dot a hope remains of re-establishing the permanent ascenden¬
cy of the former. We can, doubtless, by force, subject the
Indiau* and reinstate the whites in power« but the moment
that we withdraw the former elate of things will recur. We
will thus he perpetually engaged in this work. Now, I am
not willing u> incur the danger and the cost of maintaining the
ascendency of the whites. I am not wilting to have this task,
which does not belong to as, assumed by our Government.

1 come now to the amendment of the Senator from Missis¬
sippi, (Mr. Davis.) As between the bill and the amend¬
ment, I prefer the bill. They both propose the same thing-
It is true the amendment says only that tbe President shall
have the power without prescribing what tbe President is to do
with it. But the President has told us whut he will do. He
has told us as clearly as if it was put in the amendment. Hie
object is to take military occupation of Yucatan.temporary to
be sure, but it must end in permanent occupation. Now, I
would rather do that with our own sanction directly which the
President proposes to do, than under the cover of this amend¬
ment. Nor am t reconciled to the amendment by tbe pitum¬
ble offered by the Senator from Alabama. I think the Sena¬
tor had not seen all ihe documents when he offered that pre¬
amble. It does not reach the case. It presupposes an obliga¬
tion on the part of the Government of the United States to
defend the white race there because we had so crippled Mexi¬
co that she could not afford them protection. I believe I state
the substance of the preamble correctly.

Mr. LEWIS assented.
Mr. (^ALHOt'N. The case is very different from what

the preamble supposes. Yucatan does not look to Mexico for
protection. On the contrary, they are inore alarmed at the
danger they have to fear from Mexico than from the In¬
dians. Unfortunately for themselves, they assumed a poei-
tion of neutiality, or, as they say, of independence. They
thereby becamc traitors in the eyes of Mexico ; and no doubt
ihey will he held responsible as such. Hence we see Mr.
Sierra makes a strong remonstrance against the treaty with
Mexico. Nay, he goes so far as to say that, as a matter of
good faith, the United 8tates should not permit Yucatan to
he sacrificed. There has been, in my opinion, a good deal of
mismanagement in reference to this whole affair. The people
of Yucatan were recognised as neutrals or not, just as suited
tbe plessure of the President. So far as the collection of re¬
venue was concerned, they were not neutral; as far as the
importation of arms into the country was concerned, they
Were treated as belligerents, and the arms were made contra¬
band of war, lest they should be transferred to Mexico. The
effect has been this, and tbey complain of it; that they have
been kept destitute of arms and means whereby to defend
themselves in this contest. On reviewing the whole case,
however, I think that the white population of Yucatan have,
in a great measure, themselves to blame. The factious con¬
flicts.fierce and maniacal.in which they have been engaged,
to the last, have involved tbem in these frightful calamities.
But th* Administration are not wholly irresponsible. They
knew that Mendez had declared neutrality, if not indepen¬
dence, and approved of it. They beheld the progress of those
Indians. They witnessed their devastations, and instead of
interfering to defend thos-e who had declared themselves to be
our friends, stood by with arms folded, and they have incur¬
red a very heavy responsibility. They ought to have given
no countenance to their claim of neutrality and treated them
as one of the Mexican States, or ought to have fuHy recog¬
nised their neutrality and independence. On the contrary,
by regarding them as a Mexican State or as a neutral and
independent Power, as best suited their convenience, they
have placed the people of Yucatan in an awful condition, by
leaving them unprotected from the fury of the Indians, and
exposing them to be treated as traitors by Mexico ; and we

are now appealed to, at this late period, to remedy the evils
resulting from this fluctuating and uncertain policy when tbey
are no longer curable, but by incurring hazards and sacrifices
we cannot be justified in making.

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES
PASSED AT THE FIRST SESSION THIRTIETH CONGRESS.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION.

[Pcblic.No. 29.]
AN ACT to provide for the ventilation of pn.-senger vessels,

and fur other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa¬

tives oj the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled,
That all vessels, whether of the United Stales or any other
country, having sufficient capacity, according to law, for titty
or more passenger*, (other than cabin passengers,) shall,
when employed in transporting such passengers between the
United States and Europe, have on th« upper deck, for the
use of such passengers, a house over the passage-way leading
to the apartment allotted to such passengers below deck, firmly
secured to the deck or combings of the hatch, with two doors,
the sills of which shall be at least one foot above the deck, so

constructed that one door or window in such house may at all
times l>e left open for ventilation ; and all vessels so employ¬
ed, and having the capacity to carry one hundred and fifty such
passengers or more, shall have two such houses; and the stain
or ladder leading down to the aforesaid apartment shall be
furuiobed with a handrail of wood or strong rope : frrrrcded,
nevertheless, Booby-hatches may be substituted for such
houses in vessels having three permanent decks.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every such vrs^el
so employed, and having the legal capacity for more tbao one
hundred such passengers, shall have at least two ventilators to

purify the apartment or apartments occupied by such passen¬
gers ( one of which shall be inserted in the after part of the
apartment or apartments, and the other shsll I* placed in the
forward portion of the apartment or apartments ; and one of
them shall have an exhausting cap to carry off the foul air,
and the otHer a receiving cap to carry down the fresh air;
which ssid ventilators shall have a' capacity proportioned to
the size of the apartment or apartments to he purified ; name¬

ly, if the apartment or apartments will lawfully authorize the
reception of two hundred such passengers, the capacity of such,
ventilators shall, each of them, be equal to a tube of twelve
inches diameter in the clear, and in proportion (or larger or

smaller apartmenta ; and all said ventilators shsll rise at least
four feet and six inches above the upper deck of any such ves¬

sel, snd be of the most approved form and construction :

Provided, That if R shall appear from the report to be made
and approved, as provided in the seventh section of this act,
that such vessel is equally well ventilated by any other means,
such other means of ventilation ahall be deemed and held to
be a compliance with the provisions of this section.

8*c. 3. And be it further enacted, Thst every vessel car¬

rying more than fifty such paaaengers, shall hsve for their use
on deck, housed and conveniently arranged, at least one ca¬

boose or cooking range, the dimensions of which shall be
equal to four feet long and one foot six inches wide for every
two hundred passengers ; and provision shall be mode in the
manner aforesaid in this ratio for a greater or less number of
passengers : Provided, however, And nothing herein contain¬
ed shall take away the right to make such srrsngementa for
cooking between decks, if that shall be deemed desirable.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all vessels employ¬
ed as aforesaid, shall have on board, for the use of such pas¬
sengers at the time of leaving the last port whence such vessel
shsll sail, well secured under deck, for each passenger, at least
fifteen pounds of good navy bread, ten pounds of rice, ten
pounds of oatmeal, ten pounds of whest flour, ten pounds of
peas and beans, thirty-five pounds of potatoes, one pint of
vinegar, sixty gallons of fresh water, ten pounds of raited pork,
free of bone, all to be of good quality, and a sufficient supply
of fuel for cooking « but at places where either rice, oatmeal,
wheat flour, er peaa and beans cannot be procured, of good
quality, and on reasonable terms, the qusntiiy of either or any
of the other last named articles may be increased and autwli-
tuted therefor ; and in caae potatoes cannot be procured on
reasonable tenne, one pound of either of said srticlea may be
substituted in lieu of five pounds of potatoes; and the captains
of such vessels ahall deliver to each passenger at least one-
tenth pert of the aforesaid provisions weekly, commencing on
the day of sailing, and daily I***1 three-quarts of water, and
sufficient fuel for cooking; and if the passengers on board of
any such veaeel in which the provisions, fuel, snd wster herein
required ahall not have been provided as aforesaid, shall at any
time be put on short allowance during any voyage, the master
or owner of any auch vessels shall pay to each and every pas¬
senger who ihall have been put on short allowance the sum of
three dollars for each and every day they may have been on
iich ehort allowance, to be recovered in the circuit or district
rourt of the United States : Provided, nevertheless. And
nothing herein contained shall preve/it any passenger, with the
consent of the captain, from furnishing for himself the.articles
of food herein specified ; and, if put on board in good order, it
shall fully satisfy the provisions of this act so far as regsnis
food : And provided, further, That any passenger may, also,
with the consent of the captain, furnish for himself an equiva¬
lent for the articles of food required in other snd different arti¬
cles ; and if, without waste or neglect on the part nf the pse-
.»nger, or Inevitable accident, they prove insufficient, and the
captain shall furnish comfortable food to such passengers du¬
ring the residue of the voysge, this in regard to food shall also
tie a compliance with the terms of this act.

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted. That the captain of any
sucb vessel so employed is hereby authonzed to maintain hxhI
discipline, and such habits of cleanliness among such passon-
gera as will tend to the preservation and promotion of health ;
and to that end he shall cause such regulations as he may
ndopt for this purpose to be posted up before sailing, oo board
-<uch vessel, in a place accessible to such passengers, and shall
keep the same so posted up during the voyage and it ia here
by made the duty of said captain to ranee the apartment occu¬

pied by each passengers to befcept at all times in a clean healthy
state, and the owners of every such vessel so employed are re¬

quired to construct the decks and all parts of said apartment
so that it can be thoroughly cleaneed ; and they shall also pro¬
vide a safe convenient privy or water-closet for the eicltnuve
use of every one hundred such passengers | and, when the
weather is such that said passenger* cannot be mustered on deck
with their bedding, it shall be the duty of the captain of every
sucb vessel to cause the deck occupied by such passengers to
be cleaned with chloride of lime, or ».>.« other equally efficient
diainfacti******* . * *' * vid captain

Scc, 8. be H further enacted. That the muter and
owner or owners of any such vessel so employed which shall
not he provided with the bouse or bouses over the p»u»ugs-
waya, as prescribed in the first section of this act, or with the
ventilators, uj prescribed in the second section of this ae», or
witli the cabooses or cooking-ranges, with the houses over
them, as prescribed in the third section of this act, shall seve¬
rally forfeit and pay to the United States the soil) of two hun¬
dred dollars for each and every violation of or neglect to con¬
form tn the provisions of each of said sections, and fifty dollars
for each and every neglect or violation of any of the provisionsof the fiitli section of this act, to be recovered by suit in anycircuit or district court of the United States, within the juris¬diction of which the said vesrel may arrive, oa from which it
may bo about to depart, or atany place withiu the jurisdictionof such courts, whatever the owner or owners or captain of
such venae! may be found.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the collector of
the customs, at any port in the United Slates at which anyvessel «> employed shall arrive, or from which any such ve#-
sel shall lie about to depart, shall appoint and direct one of
the inspectors of the customs for such port to examine such
vessel, and to report in writing to such collector whether the
provisions of the first, second, third, anJ filth sections of this
act have been complied with in respect to such vessel; and if
such report shall state such comphunce, and be approved bysuch collector, it shall be deemed and held as conclusive evi¬
dence thereof.

Sec. 8 And be it further enacted, That the first section
of the act entitled " An aet to regulate ihe carriage of paa-
songers in merchant vessels," approved February twenty-se¬
cond, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, be so amended that
when the height or distance between the decks of the vessels
referred to in the 6aid section shall lie le*a than six feet, and
not lesa than five, there shall be allowed to each passenger
sixteen clear superficial feet on the deck instead of fourteen,
as prescribed in said section ; and if the height or distance
between the decks shall be leas than five feet, there shall be
aljowed to each passenger twenty-two clear superficial feet on
the deck ; and if the master of any such vessel shall take on
board bis vessel, in any port of the United States, a greater
number of passengers than is allowed by this section, with
the intent specified in said firat section of the act of eighteen
hundred and forty-seven, or if the master of any such vessel
shall take on board, at a foreign port, and bring within the
jurisdiction of the United 8tafes a greater number of passen¬
gers than is allowed by this section, said master shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction there¬
of shall be punished in the manner provided for the punish¬
ment of persons convicted of a violation of the act aforesaid ;
and in computing the number of passengers on board such
vessels, all children under the age of one year, at the time of
embarkation, shall be excluded from such computation.

Sec. 9. And be itfurther enacted, That this act shall take
effect, in respect to such vessels sailing from ports in the
United States, in thirty days from the tuu of its approval;
and in respect to every such vessel sailip'from ports in Eu¬
rope, in sixty days after such approTal; and it is hereby
made the duty of the Secretary of State to give notice, in the
|K>rts of Europe of this act, in such manner as he may deem
proper.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That eo much of the
first section of the act entitled " An act regulating passen¬
ger-ships and vessels,"approved March second,eighteen hun-
Jred and nineteen, or any uthor act that limita the number of
passengers to two for every five 10ns, is hereby repealed.

ROBT. C. WINTHROP,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

G. M. DALLAS,
Vice President of the United States, and

President of the Senate.
Approved, May 17, 1848. JAMES K. FOLK.

» [Public.No. 31.]
AX ACT in amendment of an act entitled "An act to
amend the act entitled ' An act to reduce the rates of post¬
age, to limit the use and correct the abuse of the franking
privilege, and for the prevention of fraud on the revenues
of the Post Office Department,'" pissed the third of
March, one thousaud eight hundred and fort*-five.
He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

oj the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled, That
the rates of commissions, authorized to be paid to postmas¬
ters by the firat sectftSa of said act, shall tie allowed and paid
to them on the amount of postage received in each quarter of
the year, and in due proportion for any period less than a

quarter, instead of being allowed and paid on the amount re¬
ceived for a year, as was by mistake provided for in said act.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all postmastera
whose commissions have been diminished by their being al*
lowed and paid on the amount of postage received in a year,
instead of on the amount received in a quarter, shall be per¬
mitted to resettle and adjust their accounts according to the
first section of this act, and shall be allowed and paid such
sum as may lie justly found their due ou such resettlement .of
their accounts.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
General be authotized to employ temporarily such additional
'clerks a* may be found necessary for the resettlement of the
accounts of postmasters authorized by this act.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That to the postmas¬
ters at offices where the mail is regularly to arrive between the
hours of nine o'clock at night and five in the morning, the
commission on the first hundred dollars collected in one quar¬
ter may be increased by the Postmaster General to a sum not
exceeding fifty per cent.

Approved, May 17, 1848.

[Public.No. 32.]
AN ACT to require the holders of military land warrants to

compensate the land officers of the United States for services
in relation to the location of those warrants.
Be it enacted by the 'Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
for the services which may be rendered after the passage of
this act by the registers and receivers of the several land offices,
of the United States in carrying out the provisions of the ninth
section of the act of eleventh February, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-seven, entitled " An act to raise for a limit¬
ed time an additional military force, and lor other purposes,"
they shall each be entitled to require from the holders of war¬
rants, issued under that act for one hundred and sixty acres,
the sum of fifty cents for each ; and from the holders of war¬
rants, issued under the same law for forty acres, the sum of
twenty-five cents for each as full compeneation for those ser¬
vices : Provided, That in all cases where the warrant is locat¬
ed by and for the use of the volunteer or soldier to whoea
such warrant may have issued, for services rendered under the
act aforesaid, no compensation shall be charged, either by the
register or receiver for making such location.

Approved, May 17, 1848.

[Pcauc.No. 33.]
AN ACT to authorise the isHuing of a register to the brig

Encarnscion.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembitd, That
there be issued under the direction of the (Secretary of the
Treasury a register to the brig Encarnscion, formerly a Dan¬
ish vessel, but now owned by Jobn B. Brown, Jedediah Jew¬
ed, and Mark P. Emory, of Portlsnd in the Stat* of Maine,
citizens of the United States, the said vessel having sustained
great danisms on a voyage from St. Thomas to Portland, and
the aforesaid owners having caused the said vessel to be repair¬
ed and refittfd for sea at great expfese provided it shall bo
proved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury that
the coet of the repairs and refitting said vessel in the I nited
States exceeds three-fourths of the original coet of building a

vessel of the same tonnage in the United States.
Approved, Msy 17, 1848.

PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGE, Gettysburg, (Penn.)
FACULTY AND INSTRUCTOR*.

C. P. KRAUTH, D.D., President and Professor of Natu¬
ral ami Revealed Religion, F.thies, Icc.
Rev. If. L. Baugher, A.M., Professor of Greek Language,

Rhetoric, and Oratory.
Rev M. Jacobs, A.M., Professor of Mathematics, Chemis¬

try, and Mechanical Philosophy.
Kev. William M. Keynolrla, A.M., Professor of Latin,

Logic, awl Mental Philosophy.
M. L. Hoever, A.M., Professor of History and Principal

of Preparatory Department.
David Gilbert, A.M., M.D., Lecturer on Anatomy and

Physiology.John C>. Morris, DD., Lecturer en Zoology.
A. Kaaick, A.B., Tutor ; J; K. Plitt, A.B., Tutor.
The success of Pennsylvania College has been such as to

gratify its most sanguine friends. It is recommended to pub-
lie patronage by its proximity to Baltimore and Philadelphia*
the h'-althiness of tlie place of its location, the morality of the
inhabitants ot Gettysburg, and the cheapness <>f living. The
course of studies ia as extensive and substantial as that of anyinstitution in this country. The Preparatory Department
pro*ides for instruction in all the hraitches of a thorough En¬
glish business education, in addition to the elements ef the
Mathematics and Clesaiekl Literature.
The annual expenses am.

For 'oard, tuition, and room-rent during the winter
session'

For the summer session
Washing
Wood

Total expense. |dt fs
Board can be obtained hi clubs at $1 per week. t
The winter session terminates on the Wttk of April, sid th«

summer commences on the 1st of June. mar9t.«n>

A l KACHBR WANTED..A young man, well
Red to teaeh the Languages, Mathematics, and *jr»n«aEnglish branches, who can come highly recommend"' *» *«

moral character, may do well tn address E. J. W., Karh. iirs-
ville, Orange eonnty, Virginin, at as early a day as possible,
may

HACTMU8, by Tapper, author of «. Proverb!- ***¦.

^lowiph^1 volume, YLOH.


